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the Na'ib a private audience in the inner divan. Mohammed-
'Alee was not however over-pleased with his reception, and
could not understand the coolness with which the " Bedouin v
(the only title avouched by the Shirazee to the Nejclean
monarch) received his long list of grievances ; nor did Mahboob
display much zeal in the furtherance of his cause. We, for our
part, had agreed with Aboo-'Eysa not to request any special
interview with Feysul; the old man was a mere tool in the
hands of his ministers and of the " Zelator " faction; and while
no useful result could be expected from our presence in his
divan, it might on the other hand give rise to jealous suspicions
and to idle conjecture.

But 'Abd-Allah, exempt from the senile fears which agitated
his father's breast, was not disposed to lot us remain long
without the favour of his personal acquaintance. Wo had, as
my readers are aware, already opened and perused 'Obeyd's
letter to this prince, nor had it much increased our desire4 of
intimacy with either correspondent. Besides, whatever fame
and hearsay had thus far given us to know regarding the
personal character and dispositions of the heir-apparent, was
no loadstone to draw us to his embrace. 'Alul-Allah, in quality
of administrator, gave public audiences twice a, day; nor was
he said to be of difficult access even in the interior of his palace.
'But we studiously avoided that part of the adjoining street
where an assembled crowd announced the prince's visibility,
a,nd contented ourselves with a distant perspective of his attend-
ants and person.

However, many days had not gone by, when we received a
message requesting our appearance, before him. The bearer of
his highnesses invitation was also by name "Abd-Allah, a Nejdean
of the Nejdeans, belonging to the sourest and the most, bigoted
class; lean limbed, sallow featured, a,nd wrinkled; intelligent
indeed and active, but by no means an agreeable, companion.
This worthy informed us that, the health of his uncle (polite
style for 'Abd-Allah), was something deranged, ami that he in
consequence desired a doctor's visit, lie concluded by recom-
mending us not to delay compliance with the royal wish.

We put 011 clean over-dresses and went to 'Abd-Allulfs
palace. There we had to pass two outer courts before we